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	Common topic or idea #1:
The civil war
	The idea of civil war is portrayed in the article through Lee encouraging a friend to banish the 90 newly freed women, children and old men working on his plantation after the civil war. He emphasized that the government could pay for their labor as the government would replace them with white labor. Lee is praised for his efforts after the civil war of ‘reunion and reconciliation’ and for forging a nation with ‘heart unspoiled by hate’.
	The aspect of civil war is demonstrated by proving that almost none of the monuments were put up right after the civil war. However, some of the monuments were erected during the civil rights era of the early 1960s which coincided with the war’s centennial. On the other hand, some of the Confederate monuments in the city were spared since some of the states seceded from the union during the civil war.
	The civil war according to the article can only be remembered through erecting of monuments in the city. In addition, the emotional weight of the civil war should be passed from one generation to another. It is the duty of the civil war veterans to convey the significance of the war to posterity.








	After the civil war, the statues were a part of that terrorism as much as a burning cross on someone’s lawn. The civil war veterans strongly supported the monuments since they communicated who walked in their shadows and who was still in control of the city after the civil war was over.








	Now it is a century and a half after the civil war and the Americans are finally confronting the propriety of celebrating the lives of men who committed treason in the name of preserving slavery. The vast majority of the Americans believe that slavery was an outcome of the civil war.
	It is interesting enough to see that a man who led one side of the civil war to defeat stood just two blocks north of the spectacular National WWII Museum which shows the American triumph in that mammoth struggle. Murdock also points out that the sale of civil war books could finance additional scholarships for students of American history.

	Common topic or idea #2:
Why were the statues erected?
	The statues were erected to act as part of terrorism the same as much as a burning cross on someone’s lawn. They were also erected to depict a clear picture of who was still in charge of the city by walking in their shadows.





	The statues were erected to act as part of the campaign to paint the southern cause in the civil war as just and slavery as a benevolent institution and their installation came against a backdrop of Jim Crow violence and oppression of the African American.



	The statues were erected to reflect more than one current of early twentieth-century America. The statues also venerated confederate heroes such as Robert E. Lee thus cementing the narrative of the Lost cause and all its misty-eyed nostalgia about the south.

	According to the article, the statues were erected to act as part of terrorism as much as a burning cross on someone’s lawn. They were also erected to depict a clear picture of who was still in charge of the city by walking in their shadows.




	The statues were erected to Confederate veterans and martyrs and to reinforce the romance of reunion.
	The statues were erected to depict the American triumph in the mammoth struggle during the civil war.

	Common topic or idea #3:
Slavery
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The aspect of slavery is depicted when the three slaves escaped and then after Lee comprehended them, he tied them to the posts and whipped them thoroughly. He whipped men 50 lashes and the women were whipped 20 lashes. Later, their bruised backs were washed with stinging brine.

	Slavery is depicted through erecting of monuments which were used as part of the campaign to paint the southern cause in the civil war as just and slavery as a benevolent institution. Acts of slavery are also demonstrated by the erection of the monuments to commemorate the Jim Crow violence and the oppression of the Africans
Americans.

	The idea of slavery comes out when the political activists and the media outlets uphold the removal of the monuments with a claim that we should not honor a bunch of racists who fought to preserve slavery and that it’s long past time for these painful reminders of our past to come down.



	The article reveals some aspects of slavery through appraising the demolishment of the monuments that ignored the enslavement that took place a long time ago in America and instead of celebrating a fictional and sanitized confederacy. The article goes ahead that the main aim of the Confederacy was to maintain slavery in the country.
	Slavery is shown through the argument of the southern veterans of the civil war who concluded that slavery was a just, benign social and political system. The monuments are attributed to men who fought and died in order to preserve chattel slavery.
	In the article, it is clearly stated that once those who fought slavery are erased, what about those who owned slaves. A question arises on why the tributes of slave owners should be spared. All these shows the practice of slavery in the history of the America. Some of the slave owners such as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson are named. 

	Common topic or idea #4:
Robert E. Lee; his legacy



	The legacy of Robert E. Lee still arrives in the history of America. Some of the defenders insist that Lee’s heroism lay not least in his laying down his sword when the war was done deciding to ‘promote harmony once he recognized defeat’.






	There is a rally to defend the monument of Robert E. Lee from destruction. The authorities claimed that defending the Robert E. Lee history is merely defenseless of the past by the neo-Nazis and other white supremacists.






	The legacy of Robert E. Lee is still vivid through the monuments erected in the city that venerate confederate heroes which cement the narrative of the root cause and all its misty-eyed nostalgia about the south. From the history of Robert E. Lee, about a quarter of the southern white men were killed and other died from the disease.

	The legacy of Robert E. Lee through erecting monuments is well justified. He is remembered for famous movement in the history of America known as The cult of the Lost cause. The ‘cult’ had one main goal to rewrite the history and hide the truth that the Confederacy was on the wrong side of humanity.


	Robert. E Lee is portrayed in the article through the monument that was circled by the Nazis and Klansmen in Virginia circling the traitor who raised arms against his own country in the defense of the white supremacy.
	Robert. E Lee legacy is demonstrated in the article through the monument that was erected to act a remembrance of a man who led one side of the civil war to defeat. His history signifies the American triumph and the mammoth American struggle.
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	Common topic or idea #5: American history: how we remember it

	The American history is remembered through ideals such as white supremacy, the commemorations of the Confederacy and the incarnation of the southern ideals.







	The ongoing debate about the destruction of Robert E. Lee monument becomes a torchlight about the Nazism and white supremacy culture in American history during the civil war. On the other hand, they reflect the civil rights era of the early 1960s.


	Calling for the removal of the confederate statues across the country informs us of the American history about a bunch of racists who fought to preserve slavery and that it’s long past time for these painful reminders of our past to come down.




	The historical record of America is clear through heroes like Robert E. Lee, Jefferson Davis, and P.G.T. Beauregard statues which were not erected just to honor these men, but as part of the movement which became known as The Cult of the Lost Cause. 



	The civil war helps us to remember the American history by giving a difference between those who fought for liberty and those who fought for slavery. On the other hand, the civil war helps us to familiarize with the American history by telling how the union soldiers were celebrated for their battlefield valor.
	The American history is well remembered through the Lee monument standing above well-tended grounds, including grass and flowers. The monument tells more about a man who led one side of the civil war to defeat.

	Common topic or idea #6: What to do with statues? (destructions, museums)

	Destruction of the statues is evident. Across the united states, the statues are starting to topple, the streets are renamed and the memorials removed. This shows that the white supremacy in the country is being erased through the destruction of the statues.









	The whole story about monuments destruction is also depicted in the article where white nationalists rally to defend the destruction of the Robert E. Lee statue. It is sad to see the culture and the history of our country being ripped away. 











	The article also proves that the monuments are being destroyed by political activists and media outlets proposing for the removal or destruction of the Confederate statues in cities across the country. The monuments should be smashed into pieces. 










	The government does not view taking down the monuments an easy thing. However, by destroying the statues and relocating the confederate statues is not taking something away from someone else. On the other hand, taking away the monuments is viewed as a way to prove to the world that America is able to reconcile with one another and forget the past differences.


	The article also shows some aspect of statues destruction. Americans are confronting the propriety of celebrating the lives of men who committed treason in the name of preserving slavery. This led to the tearing down of the symbols of Nazi terror although it did not ensure the overnight culture and political transformation.
	The statues are being destroyed all over. A good example is the vanishing of the Confederate army’s general in chief which was destroyed from the top a 60-foot-tall-column in the middle of Lee circle which brought about a lot of controversy.

	Common topic or idea #7: Political figures

	Kentucky, the famous mayor of Lexington is discussed in the article by accelerating his efforts to move the statues of two Confederate leaders from the courthouse lawn to a public park. This was the rising tide of change that the Charlottesville rally hoped to stem.







	Some of the political figures in the article include George Washington and Stonewall Jackson. Thomas Jefferson has also discussed in the article a fellow who built the great history of America.












	Wendell Homes Jr who is well known to be the famous union veteran is discussed in the article by his wise ideas of the importance of transmitting the emotional weight of the war from one generation to the next. Wendell is also remembered for his encouragement on use of monuments to pass the emotional weight.




	President George W. Bush is evident from the article. He said that a great nation does not hide its history during his dedication ceremony of the national museum of African American history. His emphasis was on why the American government decided to remove the four monuments to the Lost cause of confederacy.



	The ex-slave and abolitionist Fredrick Douglass is quoted by his words ‘I shall never forget the difference between those who fought for liberty and those who fought for slavery’. This made many people appreciate the practice of erecting monuments in the country. The vice president Alexander Stephens is also discussed by naming the institution as ‘cornerstone’ of the confederacy.
	The Confederate Army General as a political figure is highlighted in the article. This is evident through the statue of the Confederate Army’s general in chief vanishing from the top of a 60-foot-tall
column in the middle of Lee Circle. Governor George Elmer Pataki (R., N.Y.) who secured federal funds from G. W. Bush’s EPA to dredge up and remove PCBs is also included.

	Common topic or idea #8: Racism
	Lee’s army was ordered to respect white property but chose to regard the blacks it encountered as contraband to be seized and returned to the South, whether born free, manumitted, or escaped. This portrays some aspects of racism towards the blacks. The army seized scores of their fellow Americans as slaves. Actions were sanctioned at the highest level of command taking as many as a thousand back to Virginia.
	Violence against blacks only increased in the early decades of the 20th century. In addition to continued lynching across the South, the Atlanta race riot of 1906 demonstrated how seriously white men took their supremacy over African Americans. An estimated 10,000 white men and boys in the city went after black men, beating dozens to death and injuring hundreds of them.



	In the wake of Charlottesville, a chorus of media outlets, political activists and random people on the Internet have called for the removal or destruction of Confederate statues in cities across the country. They say we shouldn’t honor a bunch of racists who fought to preserve slavery, and that it’s long past time for these painful reminders. 






	In the second decade of the 21st century, African Americans were asked to drive by the property they own. The era was occupied by reverential statues of men who fought to destroy the country and deny that person’s humanity seems perverse and absurd.










 
	When armies are defeated on their own soil particularly when those armies fight to promote racist or genocidal policies, they usually don’t get to keep their symbols and material culture. This demonstrates some aspect of racism from the article.
	Racism is also illustrated in the article. In what seems like a major act of virtue signaling, New Orleans’ Democratic mayor Mitch
Landrieu led the effort to purify the Big Easy of the four Confederate-era artworks. He first honored a bloody white rebellion against the city’s biracial government during reconstruction.



